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Wendy Sykes is commissioned as the new Diocesan President 
by Bishop Peter in Chester Cathedral  
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The  Diocesan  

Officers for 
2019-21 

Wendy Sykes   Diocesan President   

Diana Bancroft , Chester  

AD :President 

Dawn Colwell Diocesan 

Secretary  

Rev’d. Christine Broad, 

Diocesan Chaplain  

Joan Colwell Action & 

Outreach Coordinator  Derek Buckthorpe 
Finance & Central 
Services Trustee 

Anne Hall General Trustee  

Heather Powling General Trustee  

Di Waller General 

Trustee  

Gillian Edwards  Fundraising & 

Communications  

Ann Peach General  

Trustee  
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What an amazing start to the new Triennium 
2019-2021 - the arrival of our Worldwide  
President Sheran Harper with the Trustee 
board along with our new Provincial President 
June Houghton, not forgetting to mention the 
beautiful York Provincial banner and finally our 
new theme of ‘Listen Observe Act - in Step with 
God’.  
The new Diocesan Presidents, along with Bev Jullien our CEO, were  
delighted to meet Sheran and members of the Trustee Board at Mary 
Sumner House on February 26th prior to the Commissioning Service to 
be held in Southwark Cathedral later that evening. Sheran told us about 
her life and work abroad and in Britain and Ireland. 
She continued by talking about her thoughts for the future. She began 
by saying “Mothers’ Union rocks” with which we all agreed.  She hopes 
to visit everyone in the next 3 years, looking at our Projects and inspire 
all our members to continue with our valuable work. 
In the evening we attended the commissioning of Sheran and the new 
Global Trustees by Archbishop Justin Welby in Southwark Cathedral.  
As we entered the cathedral, we heard a calypso from a Nostalgia steel 
band, reflecting Sheran’s Guyanese roots. 
Sheran thanked everyone who had travelled far and wide to the  
celebration, those who were unable to attend had sent their love and 
prayers which, she felt , had uplifted her. The atmosphere was  
enhanced by the lovely singing by the choir made it a truly time for  
celebration. 
Archbishop Welby spoke of the’ powerful source’ that Mothers’ Union 
is but what we really need to do is to shout about what we do. 

The service for the Commissioning of the Chester Diocesan President, 
the Trustees,   Deanery leaders and a Diocesan speaker, took place on 
Saturday March 9th  in Chester Cathedral led by Bishop Peter. Another 
reason for Celebration. The procession of the new Provincial banner 
escorted by June  Houghton our Provincial President with the Chester 

From the Diocesan President 
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Diocesan banners and extra Norbury branch banner made a colourful  
procession. The bible readings and the poem added extra meaning to the service 
which from the comments received everyone enjoyed.  
The Cathedral was filled with over 300 MU members who had travelled long  
distances to be there. It was a very special day for me, my family and friends and 
members of MU who attended, for which my sincere thanks to you all. 
The members and friends who were not able to be there sent me love and prayers 
for the very special occasion. 
I am looking forward to visiting you all and working with you to carry on our  
valuable Project work, reaching out to others in our daily life. 
So, come on everyone, join with me and let’s celebrate together shouting out 
about what we do as Archbishop Justine Welby suggested, aligning our steps with 
God as we grow in fellowship. 

With my love and prayers for the future.   Wendy 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 A joyful occasion in the Cathedral as Wendy Sykes is commissioned as 

Diocesan president.  

       Left Wendy Sykes (centre,)  

       flanked by Diana Bancroft, Chester 

Archdeaconry President, Bishop Peter, Viv Ley, past President and Revd.  

Christine Broad, Diocesan Chaplain.  

Right  Her very proud family were there to support Wendy.  
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Left Part of the banner procession enters the  

Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above  The Trustees and other  

Officers are commissioned. 

 

 

Right Further family support is offered 

as Kate Pwaisiho(2nd from right)   

becomes a new Diocesan Speaker . 

 Above (from L to R) Four previous Diocesan Presidents  

attended—Josie Long, Angela Klabou,  Jean Shelmerdine and Viv Ley.   

6 

 

 

Everyone  
enjoyed the day,  from 
before the  
service began (left) 
…...  right down to the 
last crumb!  (right) 

…… ….right down to the last crumb!   

Left   Rainow Branch 

provided the  choir for 

the service. 

With thanks to  Heather Pardoe Dawn Colwell and 

Mary Sprackling for the photographs. 

Another commissioning took 
place recently, as Jenny Ince  
became the new Branch 
 Leader  of Over Branch in  
Middlewich Deanery  
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St Stephen, Birkenhead 

Anita Griffiths.   

Marj Jessop.  

Rachel Ward.   

Linda Furlong 

Sue Rae   

 

St Thomas, Henbury 

Kate Pwaisiho  

 

St. Saviour Great Moor, 

Pauline Walton 

Christine Moore 

 

St Mary, Nether Alderley 

Jan Abbott.  

Roslyn Dutch    

Judith Wilson 

 

St George, Stockport   

Sheila Flitcroft. 

Christ Church Wharton  

Cheryl Stuart  

 Sue Harwick.  

St Chad's Over, Winsford: 

 Beryl Barker, 

Jane Peck  

Jenny Demery  

 
St Saviour’s Oxton  
Jean Hayes 
 Alison Welding 
 Rosemary Yunas 
 
St. Peter Waverton/ 

With Aldford & Bruera 

Kath Wentel   

Sue Jones   

 

St. Helen  Witton,         

Sallie Birtwistle. 

Welcome to our new members  

All five of St Stephen,  

Birkenhead’s new  

members  are pictured 
left.  
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A report on the Diocesan Council  held on 17th Nov,  2018 
 

Viv welcomed everyone to a day that was just past  the centenary of the first MU 

meeting in Chester  - on 26/10/1898.  A few Branch Leaders were present on that 

occasion when Mrs Johnston was elected as Diocesan President.  By 1904 the first 

Triennial service was held, which Mary Sumner herself attended .  Looking into the 

archives, Viv had discovered that many things have not changed since then.  The 

first General Meeting was held in York in 1904 – when both the Cathedral and St 

John’s church were needed to accommodate members present. 

Fiona Bruce M.P.  member in Congleton Deanery was present at Hartford, and gave 

us an insight into how being a Christian M.P. can make a difference.  Just a small 

group amongst the 620 members, they come together to try and influence votes 

where they can see how they go against Christian principles.  She quoted the 

attempt to increase the Sunday Trading hours, which they  managed to get 

quashed, feeling that if it passed, it would put an 

even greater strain on family life.  They strongly  

support the Manifesto for Family life, which  

recognises stable and secure families as the  

backbone of society , the Department of Justice has 

taken up their suggestions.  They have obtained £6 

million extra for local Authorities to help children and 

promote sex education at Primary school level. Fami-

lies centres are being set up to support parents – 

somewhere they can go for assistance on any matter 

of concern for them.   They support and promote 

work against religious persecution of any kind and 

the education of refugees to help them fit into society. Here they are finding that 

some who have been helped like this are returning to help others which is very 

satisfying.  Druga and alcohol addiction  is also an area where their combined 

efforts are focused.  When they become MPs they have to agree to “toe the party 

line”, but there are occasions when they find it necessary to take a stance against 

this, rather than compromise moral standards.   A small group, they are determined 

to continue to try and make a difference.  
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After this, Joan Colwell updated us on Action and Outreach.  Thirteen families had 

been on  holiday that year – 23 adults, 27 children and 19 teenagers at a cost of 

£6322.85.  She was asked at MSH just recently how Chester managed to fund this. 

She said she books  a block  of vans very early to obtain the maximum discount 

and takes a leap of faith that we will be able to fill them all and the necessary 

funds will be forthcoming.  She said how important it is that everyone knows 

about this work to ensure that all clergy and social workers are aware of its  

availability.   

The Pandas4pandas has had a very pleasing response, as had the hand puppets 

for hospitals.  She asked that hand warmers and mittens are still knitted.  If they 

are handed to any Trustee who brings them to Trustees meetings, they will be 

taken  to the refugee centre.  Her granddaughter, Heather, who is a teacher, then 

spoke of how her school is participating in the “pink box “ project, which provides 

appropriate sanitary products for those who otherwise could not afford them.  

The parents are so grateful that their children do not have to miss school.  All stu-

dents know about the pink box in the medical room and how it is funded.  It is 

hoped that Branches/ Deaneries will support this scheme.  Anyone with a school 

contact is asked to speak to Joan.  Nine hundred MU Christmas cards (provided by 

MSH) have been signed and  taken to Styal and Thorn Cross for  

distribution.  A letter of sincere thanks  for this has been received. 

Derek Buckthorpe gave us an update on Faith and Policy .  The Advent Services  

being held in the Diocese were advertised, as was the 16 days of Activism from 

25th Nov to 10th Dec.   He said there is now a world map with the positions of the 

Dioceses  with which our  Diocese of Chester is linked  on the website and can be 

displayed on notice  boards etc.  Jackie Gibson, our Financial  Co-ordinator, ex-

plained why next year’s subs are to be raised.  Our new office will cost us £5.000 

for the next 3 years  which is  just half  the commercial rate, so help is needed to 

support this and maintain our presence in Cathedral Close.    Last year’s tax refund 

from Gift Aid was £1,956, as always, a worthwhile addition to our funds.  

Gillian Edwards thanked everyone for their support , giving a resume of our fund  

raising efforts over the past Triennium. She particularly thanked Di Waller’s  

granddaughter Lyndsay, Canon Chris and Joanna Ayliffe (and herself!) for their  

contributions raised by running marathons. For the next Triennium she is   

resourcing materials which Branches can borrow to publicise their events   
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and we must continue to get out into communities and broadcast our work.  

Joanna Ayliffe (left) spoke about her work with an  

organisation dealing with modern slavery and people 

trafficking.  It had begun as an initiative to help prostitutes 

out of their situation, but has now widened .  For instance, 

there have been 2,000 referrals to their committee about car 

wash personnel  who are effectively slaves.  If anyone has  

 suspicions about a situation, phone the help-line 0800 0121 

1700. 

The final speaker was Kate Pwaisiho, (right) daughter of  

Bishop William  of Gawsworth.  She told 

us something about the work of MU in Melanesia.  The country 

only has about 600,000  people, with lots of small villages each 

with 600 -1000  people -  but they have over 70 languages!  The 

common ground is Pidgin English.   Boats are the main form of 

transport – not luxury ones, but very practical. Travelling by 

them is much cheaper than flying from one island to another,  

although it does take longer! There are 9 Dioceses in Melanesia 

and over 6,000 MU members.  They hold a conference in Hono-

raria  the capital annually, training workshops, go hospital visiting , and provide 

Parenting classes. In one village, the home of Kate Pwaisiho senior, the church was 

washed away in a storm, so MU members set to help with the reconstruction 

work, bringing huge bags of stones from different islands to build a protective wall 

against high sea around the new building, She concluded by asking us to support 

all their work in prayer.  

Wendy Sykes spoke  for the last time as Training Officer – Diana Bancroft is taking 

over this role now Wendy is to be  our new Diocesan President.   She asked us to  

consider offering ourselves for training as a Diocesan speaker , which  is still a very 

important role. She finished by mentioning her hopes for next year and she and 

Dawn appealed for volunteers to stand for election to several posts Diocesan 

posts which remain vacant.  

The meeting concluded with a service of Holy Communion, led by our Chaplain, 

Rev. Christine Broad. 
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Left.. At November’s Council, Wendy 

Sykes retired as Macclesfield's  

Archdeaconry President to take on 

the role of Diocesan President; Viv 

Ley was presented with flowers and 

a gift on her retirement as our  Dioc-

esan President for the last three 

years and Diana Bancroft accepted 

the role of Speaker Training Officer.  

Right,  At the service in York Minster to cel-

ebrate the work of the  

Triennium which has just finished, the new 

Provincial Banner was dedicated. 

Archbishop John Sentamu, who   

presided and preached at the service , 

commented that MU  is a vital  element n 

the life of the church.   

Christ took risks he said, he upset  people 

when he knew that they  needed to hear a 

new message.  We too must take risks if 

we are to flourish as an organisation. 

organisation.  

 
Right  Angela Klabou, Lynne 

Tembey,  recently retired World-

wide President and Viv Ley  all 

attended the service.  
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 More important new appointments for MU   

Sheran celebrates her  

appointment with fellow members.   

``    Our new Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, 

    was born in the  Kingdom but grew up in Guyana.  

    She  is a  Physiotherapist who opened and  

                                           managed new  Physiotherapy Departments in  

    hospitals across Guyana, and lectured on the  

    Rehabilitation Therapists Training Programme for 

the Government. She has been a member of Mothers’ Union since 1987, 

and for the last 17 years has devoted herself to serving  Mothers’ Union, at 

Parish, Diocesan, Provincial and Worldwide levels. She has visited over 16 

countries for Mothers’ Union, primarily as the Worldwide Parenting  

Programme Trainer. She has gained experience of governance as a member 

of the Worldwide Board and by attending training programmes. She has 

been regularly called to speak, and advise Government  

regionally on matters relating to the family and the reduction of violence in 

the home. 

 

 

C    

   Canon Catherine Hilton - Zonal Trustee  

   for Zone G, York  Province  (North of England)  

   Catherine is a retired teacher, who has worked in both 

primary and secondary schools, leading teams as Pastoral Head. She has 

attended courses in Safer Recruitment and Child Safety and is currently the 

Safeguarding Officer for her parish. She is on the governing bodies of two 

schools being currently the Chair of Governors for one. She joined Mothers’ 

Union in 1997, has run a branch and led the Diocese of Manchester as their 

President for six years (2013 – 2018). She was  instrumental in introducing 

the “Just up your Street”  initiative in Manchester, which enables members 

to grow in confidence in reaching out with practical projects in their com-

munities. She has also worked to help a Congolese family of refugees to 

integrate into the community and helped set up the diocese of Manchester 

as the sponsor for a Home Office Syrian Refugee Resettlement Scheme.  
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A Quiet Day for Members of Mothers’  

Union from the Diocese of Chester 

Theme for the Day: “A Journey with the Psalms” 

 Although they were written around 3000 years ago the Psalmists' experi-

ences and reflections on of the joys and sorrows of life speak clearly to us 

today. The Psalms offer inspiration and comfort to us on the journey of 

life and faith. Join us at Foxhill for a quiet day exploring the Psalms. The 

day will include times of prayer and reflection together, opportunities for 

private prayer and celebration of Holy Communion. 

Leader: The Revd Christine Broad, Chaplain to the Mothers Union for the 
Diocese of Chester 

Venue: Foxhill Conference Centre.  

Date : Monday 27th May 10am-4pm 

Cost £23 per person (this is set by Foxhill) to include tea and coffee 
throughout the day and a light lunch.

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Booking Form I wish to book a place for the above Quiet Day and enclose 

a £10   non-refundable deposit to secure my place-

Name……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone …………………………………... 

Please return this booking form enclosing your cheque made payable to 

Mothers’ Union to 4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

Places are limited so please book early 
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A word from the chaplain… 

I’m no gardener but I do know that Spring time is the right 
time to sow seeds for growing flowers, fruit and  
vegetables to enjoy later in the year. Have you ever 
thought how amazing seeds are? Tiny little dried up dead 
looking things, but each one full of potential to become a 
fully grown plant, with fruit, bearing more seeds. But of 
course to do that the seed has to be planted in the ground- 
and it has to change if it’s potential is to be released. 
Jesus talked about seeds to teach people about the Kingdom of God- there are lots 
of mentions of seeds in the bible but at this time of year, Lent, Holy week and the 
Easter season, the saying of Jesus which seems most relevant is this one 
“ Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it  
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds” 
 John 12 v 24 New International Version.  
Like all of Jesus’ parables this saying has layers of meaning 
 

Jesus is referring to his own forthcoming death and his resurrection which we 
celebrate at Easter. 

Jesus is referring to his followers- to us- who are called to die to self and live 
for Christ- there are lots of bible verses about this including Romans 6 v 11
- “count yourselves as dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus”.  

Could Jesus also be referring to his church? Are there any attitudes or  
practices amongst our fellowships , organisations and even churches which 
need to die, in order that the faith communities to which we belong can  
grow and flourish and become all that God is calling us to be? Are we 
 prepared to let some things go, and do new things for God for the good of his 

Kingdom? 
 

We are full of God -given potential as individuals and as churches and as MU, how 
might God be calling us to change this season to see that potential released? To 
see new life in our lives and in the communities we serve? 
 
With all good wishes, God bless you!       Christine  
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St.Martin’s , Low Marple was the other  

recipient of my mistake  -  so apologies to  

them as well and especially to Bessie, 

who was celebrating her 100th 

 birthday,  and had been a MU member 

for 75 years.   

 

 

 

 

 

My apologies ladies!  The 

wrong information was added 

to this photo in the previous 

edition.  The caption should 

have read  “St Mary's Nantwich 

MU members at our coffee 

morning on 16th August when 

we raised a record £381 for 

AFIA and had a lot of fun doing 

it.” 

 

One of the members of St Philip, 

Alderley Edge, Mrs. Mary Beck,  

celebrated her 100th birthday in 

January.  Several of the members 

joined Mary and her family for 

afternoon tea at the Care Home 

where she is a resident.  It was a 

lovely occasion and Mary was  

delighted with her card from  

Wendy Sykes - a lovely 

 surprise.  She also had a visit from 

the local mayor and, of course, a 

card from the Queen. 

Another centenarian celebrates 
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Diary for 2019   Theme:  Listen, observe, act –in step with God  

Sun 25th March  Lady Day 

Sun 31st March Mothering Sunday 

Fri 5th Apr  Office closes for Easter break 

Sun 21st Apr Easter Day 

Tues 23rd Apr Office re-opens  

13th –19th May  National Marriage Week 

Tues. 14th May Trustees Meeting 

Sat/ Mon 18-20th May Wave of Prayer 

Mon 27th May  Quiet Day at Foxhill 

Sat 8th Jun  AGM & Diocesan Council St John’s Church centre,   

   Hartford  

From the Editor  Copy for the next edition should be   

with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by  

10th  July 2019 
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW 

Tel.  01625 439753   E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com   

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office    

4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

E mail:    mothersunionchester@outlook.com  

Tel:  01244 400491 

      Diocesan website    www. mothersunionchester.co.uk 

Take the first step in faith,. You do not have to see the whole staircase,  

just take the first step   Martin Luther King Jnr.  


